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76 

(C) PARIS 16236 

1 . QUAI DESK OFFICER FOR CHINA SAID THAT THE QUAI HAD 
BEEN FILLED IN IN GENERAL TERMS CONCERNING THE VISIT TO 
THE PRC OF GENERAL MERY, FRENCH CHIEF OF STAFF. THE 
MIIITARY IMPRESSIONS WERE THE SAME AS THOSE CITED REFS 
A. AND B. AS FOR POLITICAL COMMENTS, THE QUAI SAID THAT 
MERY AND HIS STAFF HAD FOUND THAT THE LECTURES ON THE 
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DANGERS OF SOVIET SOCIAL-IMPERIALISM WERE SO EXAGGERATED 
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- AND THE CHINESE MILITARY COUNTER-PREPARATION SO 
INCOMMENSURABLY LIGHT - THAT THEY BELIEVED A PRINCIPAL 
PURPOSE OF CITING THE SOVIET MENACE WAS TO MAINTAIN 
DOMESTIC ORDER. THE CHINESE WERE CLEARLY PLEASED BY 
GENERAL MERY'S ARTICLE ON FRENCH MILITARY POLICY 

(REF. C) AND NEVER MISSED AN OCCASION TO TIE THIS 
FRENCH VIEW (OF GISCARD AS WELL AS MERY) INTO THEIR OWN 
THESIS ON THE SOVIET MENACE. MERY WAS CAREFUL NOT TO 
ENDORSE THEIR INTERPRETATIONS. 

2. AS FOR THE PERSONALITIES WHOM HE MET, MERY 
THOUGHT THAT THE "FIRST DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF", YANG 
CH'ENG-WU, WAS A VERY ORDINARY OFFICER WHO WAS PROBABLY 
A FIGUREHEAD WITHOUT REAL POWER. LI TE-SHENG WAS MORE 
IMPRESSIVE; HIS INTELLIGENCE AND SENSE OF COMMAND 
IMPRESSED MERY AS SHOWING HE WAS PLAYING AND WOULD 
CONTINUE TO PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN CHINA. 

3. MERY AND HIS PARTY WERE STRUCK BY THE MANIFOLD ROLE 
OF THE MILITARY IN THE PROVINCES WHERE THEY WERE 
INVOLVED IN THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC AS WELL AS 
MILITARY STRUCTURE. MERY'S BRIEFING PAPERS HAD 
SOMEWHAT PREPARED THEM FOR THIS PHENOMENON, BUT 
THEY WERE STILL SURPRISED. ACCORDING TO THE QUAI 
OFFICER MERY WAS NOT, HOWEVER, ABLE TO GAIN ANY INSIGHT 
INTO THE ROLE OF THE MILITARY IN THE CURRENT POLITICAL 
STRUGGLE. ONE INTERESTING NOTE WAS THE MATERIALLY 
PRIVELEGED POSITION OF THE MILITARY. MERY - AND 
PARTICULARLY THE FRENCH EMBASSY OFFICIALS WHO 
ACCOMPANIED HIM ON THEIR FIRST VISIT TO MILITARY OFFICES 

- FOUND THAT THE MILITARY QUARTERS WERE ALL QUITE 
LUXUROUS BY CHINESE STANDARDS, NOTICEABLY BETTER THAN 
THOSE OF THE CIVILIANS. OVERALL, MERY FOUND THE MILI- 
TARY RELAXED AS THOUGH THEY WERE NOT THE TARGETS OF THE 
CURRENT ANTI-TENG CAMPAIGN EVEN THOUGH HE HAD BEEN THEIR 
CHIEF OF STAFF. SINCE THE CONVERSATION DID NOT TOUCH 

ON THESE SUBIECTS; MERY HAD ONLY A VERY GENERAL 
IMPRESSION OF SELF-CONFIDENCE. 

4. THE TRIPS TO CHINA OF PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC AND 
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PRESIDENT GISCARD WERE MENTIONED, BUT THE FORMAL 
DISCUSSIONS OF THEM ARE NOW STARTING BETWEEN THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRIES. CHIRAC'S VISIT WILL PROBABLY BE IN 
NOVEMBER. AND GISCARD'S IN 1977, BUT THEIR PROGRAMS 
AND EVENTS IN CHINA COULD CHANGE THE TIMING. 

GAMMON 
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